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From: Commanding Officer, USS NEW ORLEANS (LPH-11)
To: Chief of Naval Operations (QP-05D2)

Subj: Command History (OPNAV REPORT 5750-1); submisslon of

Ref': (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B
(b) CINCPACFLTINST 5750.2C
Encl: (1) Officer's Roster of 31 Dec 1973
(2) Blography of CAPT R. E. NEIGER, USN
(3) USS NEW ORLEANS (LPH-11) SKYLAB III Post Mission
Report
(4) List of Personnel Recelvling Awards for 1972-73

WESTPAC Deployment
1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the ship's
history of USS NEW ORLEANS (LFH-11) for the period 1 January
1973 to 31 December 1973 1s submitted.

2. Command History

a. Chronology of Highlights, 1973

Date Event
1l JAN Mocored U. 3. Naval Station Subic Bay,
Republic of the Phllippines.

7 JaN Underway for Gulf of Tonkin holding area.
9 JAN On Station, GOT holding aréa.
18 JAN Departed Gulf of Tonkin for Singapore.
21 JAN Crossed the Egquator,
22 JAN Anchored 1in Singapore Harbor.
26 JAN Departed Singapore Harbor for Subic Bay,

Republic of the Philippines.

27 JAN NEW CRLEANS designated Primary Recovery Ship
for Skylab III.
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Arrived Subic Bay, mocored pierside, debarked
Surgical Team 19.

Embarked HM-12, debarked BLT 3/ and COMPHIB-
RON 3. CTF 78, RADM Brian MCCAULEY, USN,
broke hils flag in New Orleans.

Embarked CTG 78.1 and CTF 78 Staff. Debarked
TACRCN 13, Det A. Shifted to anchorage in
Sublic Bay.

NEW ORLEANS Rescue and Asslstance Team
assisted USS TOLOVANA (AO0-72) in combating
serious fire while at anchor in Subic Bay.
COMSEVENTHFLT vislted NEW CRLEANS.

Conducted MINEX in Subilc Bay.

Shifted to pierslde berth, Subic Bay. CTF

78 hauled down his flag, Staff remained
onboard.

Shifted to anchorage 1In Subic Bay.

Shifted to plerside berth, Subic Bay embarked
Surgical Team 12.

Shifted to anchorage, Subic Bay.

Underway for Haiphong Rocadstead, N, V. N,

CTF 78 broke his flag in NEW ORLEANS. Transited

swept channel and anchored in Haiphong
Roadstead 15 miles from land. Commenced
Operation End Sweep.

COMSEVENTHFLT visited NEW ORLEANS. Underway
for night UNREP with USNS TALUGA.

Anchored in Haiphong Roadstead.

Underway for Gulf of Tonkin, emergency sortie.
UNREP with USS CALIENTE (AC-53).

Anchored in Halphong Roadstead. Underway for
night VERTREP with USS SAN JOSE (AFRS-7).

Anchored 1n Haiphong Roadstead.
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT visited NEW ORLEANS.
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Underway for night VERTREP/UNREP with USS NIAGARA
FALLS (AFS-3) and USS MARIAS (AO-57). Anchored
in Haiphong Roadstead.

Provided standby assistance for serious fire in
USS ENHANCE (MS0-437).

Launched a SAR milssicon to assist in MEDEVAC of
crew members of a downed HMH 463 CH-53 in
Haiphong Harbor,

Underway for night UNREP with USS PONCHATOQULA
(A0-148),

Anchored 1n Haiphong Reoadstead.

?nderﬁ?y for night VERTREP with USS WHITE PLAINS
AFS~4) .,

Anchored 1n Halphong Roadstead. CG, 1lst Marilne
Alr Wing visited NEW ORLEANS.

SAR Helos partlcipated in recovery of crew-
members of a downed HM 12 CH-53 1n Haiphong
Harbor. Underway for night UNREP wlth USS
TOLOVANA (AO-64).

Anchored 1n Haiphong Roadstead.

Conducted VERTREP with USS SAN JOSE (AFS+7)
while at ahchor,

Shifted anchorage to vicinlty of Grand. Norway
Island, Halphong Roadstead.

Underway to conduct night UNREP with USS
TOLOVANA (AQ-64).

Underway for Gulf of Tonkin, emergency scrtie.

CTF 78 shifted hils flag to. USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2).
Enroute Sublc Bay, Republic of the Phllippines.

Arrived Sublc Bay, moored plerside. Commenced
turnover with USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10). Debarked
HM 12 and HMM 165.

Debarked all remaining unlts except Surglical Team
12.
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Debarked Surgical Team 12.

Shifted to anchorage Sublc Bay.

Underway for Pearl Harbor, Hawalil.

CHOPPED TO COMTHIRDFLT.

Crossed the International Date Line.

Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawali.

Underway for San Dlego, Califcrnia.

Arrived San Diego, California.

COMFHIBRON THREE broke his pennant in NEW ORLEANS.
Commenced Readiness Improvement Program.

Skylab IIT Primary Recovery Ship (PRS conference
held onboard NEW ORLEANS.

COMPHIBRON THREE hauled down his pennant.
Completed Readiness Improvement Program.
Underway for At-Sea Trials for Skylab III.

Arrived San Dlego, Callfornia to complete
preparations for Skylab TII.

Embarked HC-1 Det 4, UDT 11, PHIBPAC Band, NASA
representatives, and Press and TV personnel.

Chopped to CTF 130. Underway for Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.

Arrived Pearl Harbor, loaded Space Mobile
Laboratories (SML's)

Underway for local operatling areas,.
Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawail,
Underway for local operatlng areas,.
Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawali.

Underway for local operating areas.
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Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Underway for local operating areas.

RADM PADDOCK, CTPF 130 visited NEW ORLEANS to
observe simuiated Skylab III Command Module
Recovery.

Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawalil.

Underway for Skylab IIT recovery enroute San
Diego, California.

Recovered Skylab IIT Crew and Command Module,

Arrived San Diego, CAlifornia. Debarked HC-1
Det 4, UDT 11, PHIBPAC Band. OQutchopped from
CTF 130.

Skylab III Astronauts departed. Debarked NASA
representatives and Press and TV personnel,
Offloaded SML's.

Commenced removal of Gun Mounts 32 and 3% and
Installation of Basic Point Defense Misslle
System

NEW ORLEANS designated Primary Recovery Ship
for Skylab IV,

Skylab IV PRS conference held onboard NEW
ORLEANS.

Underway for local cperating areas to conduct
abbreviated Refresher Training Perilod.

Arrived San Dlego, California,

Captain:R. E. NEIGER, USN relieved Captaln
R. W. CARIUS, USN as Commanding Officer,
USS NEW ORLEANS.

Completed iInstallatlior of Baslc Point Defense
Missile System (BPDMS).

Underway for local operating areas to conduct
Ship's Qualification Assistance Team Missile

" Firings of BPDMS.

Arrived San Diego, California to complete
Preparations for Skylab IV.
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b. Command Organizatlion and Relationships

(1) Captaln Robert W. CARIUS, USN was relieved by Captain
Ralph E. NEIGER, USN as Commandlng Officer of USS NEW ORLEANS on
14 Decemver 1973. Captain NEIGER's blography is forwarded as
enclosure (2).

(2) The homeport of USS NEW ORLEANS was San Diego,
California.

(3) The mlsslon of the ship is to conduct and support
amphiblous operatlons using the vertical envelopment technlque.
To accompllish This misslon the ship embarks and supports an
amphibious sguadron staff, a marine battalion landing team, a
marine amphibious unlt staff, a marlne hellcopter squadron,

a navy tactlical ailr control detachment, and a navy surglcal
team. The ship's secondary mission is to act as a medical
evacuation ship. The mission of the shlp was further extended
helicopter mline sweeplng operations, and as the Prime Recovery
Ship for Skylab III.

(4) The complement as of 31 December 1973 was U7 officers
and 530 enlisted, see enclosure (1).

c. Operabtions and Activities

(1) On 7 January 1973 NEW ORLEANS departed Subic Bay,

R.P.I. as the flagship of Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, and headed
for the Gulf of Tonkln Holdlng Area. COMPHIBRON THREE was
embarked as Commander ARG ALFA, with BLT 3/4, 31lst Marine Amphibious
Unit and Surgical Team € onboard. On 10 Jaunary, the 16.,000th

i t free landing aboard NEW ogged MAJ._
w USMC, HMM-165, with ABH3 as L3E. NEW ORLEANS
departed the Qulf of Tonkin and enroute to Singapore, crossing
the equator on 21 January with appropriate ceremonies. NEW
ORLEANS anchored in Singapore Harbor from 22 to 26 January, her
visit cut short by the necessity of returning to Subic Bay to
prepare for Operatlon End Sweep. NEW ORLEANS Spent the last days
of January in Subilc Bay preparing to offload ARG "A" and embark
the Mine Swveeping Units., During the month of January NEW ORLEANS
steamed 4,866 miles and conducted 560 day and 204 night landings.

(2) The first weeks of February were spent In Suble Bay
debarking the ARG "A", lcading Mine Sweeping hellcopters from
HM-12, and conducting several mine sweeping exercises in Subilc
Bay. On 19 February, the Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance
Department accepted the ship's replacement VH-U6D helicopter,
CAJUN IV, and transferred CAJUN III to Atsugi for rework. NEW
ORLEANS arrived at the Halphong Roadstead on 23 February and
began eight weeks of intensive and demanding round-the-clock
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operatlons 1n support of End Sweep operations. The ship
steamed 1,181 miles and landed 169 aircraft during the month of
Pebruary.

(3) The entire month of March was spent conducting con-
tinuous operations in the Haiphong area, which included
a high tempo of flight operations, night UNREPS and VERTREPS,
Rescue and Assistance Missions, and SAR Missions., On 2
March, the 17,000 accident free landing was made aboard NEW
ORLEANS by Captain R. S, Balara, USMC, HMM-165, with ABH3
as LSE, On 30 March, the 18,000 accident free landing:
was made by the ship's helicopter, CAJUN IV, plloted by LCDR
“ usN, with ABH1 (NGHNEEEE =< 1SE. During the
mon o) arch, NEW ORLEANS steamed 9973 miles and conducted
1,189 day and 9 night landings.

(4) The month of April marked the end of Operation End

Sweep for NEW ORLEANS with CTF-78 hauling dawn his flag on

18 April. Upon arrival.in Subic Bay the turnover with USS
TRIPOLI and debarkation of HM-12, HMM-165, and Surgical Team

12 was accomplished smoothly and quickly. The month ended

with NEW ORLEANS underway for Pearl Harbor and the crew looding
forward to their arrival in San Diegoc. NEW ORLEANS conducted
583 landings and steamed 2,430 miles during the month of April.

(5) On 3 May NEW ORLEANS chopped to COMTHIRDFLT, and
on 5 May the ship crossed the International Dateline, After
a one day stop at Pearl Harbor NEW ORLEANS returned to her
home port of San Diego on 13 May, after and absence of 3007
days. On 21 May COMPHIBORN THREE broke his pennant 1n NEW
ORLEANS. The ship steamed a total of 5,732 miles in the month of
May .

{(6) June and July were spent implementing the Readiness
Improvement Program (READIMP) in NEW ORLEANS. READIMP was
established by CINCPACFLT to upgrade the state of individual and
unit training utilizing shorebased and zhipboard facilities,
improve material readiness through reduced tempo of operations
and increased opportunities for ship's force and assisted
maintenance, emphasize leadership at all levels, and concentrate
on established standards of good order, discipline, grooming and

smartness. The crew was also making preparations for the Skylab ITI

Mission. Skylab III is covered in complsete detail in enclosure
(3) and will be noted only briefly in this narrative.

(7) The first part of August was filled with completing
five weeks of Skylab preparations in just two and one-half weeks
because of late breaking schedule changes. At-Sea trials were
conducted the weekend before departure for Skylab, READIMP was
completed, and COMPHIBRON THREE hauled down his pennant. NEW
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ORLEANS chopped to CTF 130 and salled for Pearl Harbor on 18
August to begin the at-sea tralning necessary for the successful
recovery of the Skylab IIT astronauts. The ship steamed 2,910
miles in August and conducted 444 landings.

(8) On 10 September, the 19,0Q0th accident free landing

aboard NEW ORLEANS was logged by LCDR USN, HC-1
with ABH3 as LSE. After 1% Simulated Exercise
Recovery Dr 8 57, NEW ORLEANS briefly held the center-—

stage on national TV when the Skylab III Astronauts were suc-—
cessfully recovered on the afternoon of 25 September. NEW
ORLEANS returned to San Dlego where the astronauts departed

for NASA Headquarters, Houston. New Orleans steamed 4,330 miles
in. September and conducted 184 landings.

{9) October was spent in San Dlego with the removal of
3"/50 gun mounts 32 and 34 and their replacement with two
Basic Point Defense Missile System (BPDMS) Launchers and
assoclated fire control equipment. Preparations were continued
for a Refresher Training period scheduled for November.

(10) On 3 November NEW ORLEANS was designated as the
Prime Recovery Shilp for Skylab IV, and was scheduled to deploy
during the first week of January 1974 for the mission. Refresher
Tralning was rescheduled as a one week assist visit and this
was accomplished durlng the last week of November with the
crev's efforts focused on Refresher Training, the BPDMS instal-
lation, Skylab IV and the upcoming change of command. NEW
ORLEANS steamed 733 miles in November, and conducted 76 night
and 34 day landings.

{11) On 14 December Captain R. E. NEIGER, USN relieved
Captain R. W, CARIUS, USN as Commanding Offlcer, USS NEW ORLEANS.
Upon completion of the BPDMS installation NEW ORLEANS success-
fully completed the SQUAT missile firings and returned to San Diego
to complete preparation for Skylab IV and glve the crew a well
deserved Christmas Hollday leave period. NEW ORLEANS steamed
484 miles in December. Her cumulative through December amounts
to 19,209 consecutive accident free landings, including 16,625
day landings and 2,58l night landings.

d. Awards and Commendaticns

(1) The list of awards and commendations presented to
USS NEW ORLEANS personnel during 19873 is included as enclosure (U},

Copy to: '

DIRHAVHIST (OP-09B9)

CINCPACFLT

COMPHIBPAC (less encl)
COMPHIBRON ONE (less encl) 8





